
Welcome!



7:00 - Welcome and Announcements – Jill Hicks

7:10 – CSC Update – Joe Pika

7:20 – Rt. 24 Alliance/ Belle Mead – Judy Rose Seibert

7:30 – Land Use Reform Working Group Update – Jill Hicks

7:40 – Emily Knearl, DE Dir. Of Gov’t Relations & External Aff., 

The Nature Conservancy; 

Michelle Koenig, Conservation Dir., Center for the Inland Bays; 

Will Helt, Ocean and Coasts Dir., The Nature Conservancy

8:10 - Questions

8:30 - Adjourn

Welcome!                           Agenda___        



Have your cell phones 

ready to take a shot of 

events that interest you!



“Eyes on 

County Council” 

Looking to be an active participant?  

Join the EOCC team! 

Sign up to receive the newsletter!



SPC featured in the July issue of Beach Life! 



Upcoming SPC Meetings

August 12th – Senator Russ Huxtable, Rep. Claire Snyder-

Hall

**September 8th  (Monday)  - Doug 

Tallamy – Homegrown National Parks**

September 16th – Land Use Reform Working Group Update

October 14th  - TBD





Sussex County

Land Use Reform Working Group

Thursday, July 24th

10:00 AM – Noon

Emergency Services Center,
21911 Rudder Lane, Georgetown



RD 20 Candidate Forum

Thursday, July 31st,  7:00 – 8:30 PM
Milton Elementary School, 512 Federal St, Milton

Moderator: Kim Hoey Stevenson

Election Day:  August 5th

(R) Nikki Miller(D) Alonna Berry



RD 20



Organizations 

seeking grant 

funding for Spring 

2026 tree planting 

projects as part of 

the state’s Tree for 

Every Delawarean 

Initiative have until 

July 21 to submit 

their application.

De.gov/tedi



Doug Tallamy

A Must Attend Event!

September 8th ,  7:00 PM
Cape Henlopen High School Auditorium

UD Professor of Ag and Natural Resources in the Department of 

Entomology and Wildlife Ecology.  

An American entomologist, ecologist and conservationist who 

advocates for native plants in home gardens and landscaping.





COOL SPRING 
DECISION 
TIMELINE

• Public Record extended

• Public Record Closed 6/4/25

• P&Z Recommendation 7/2/25

Planning and Zoning 

Hearing 5/7/25

Recommendation 
7/2/25

• No compulsory timeline

• If choose to move ahead, 
additional consultation required 
w/state

Sussex County 
Council Public 
Hearing ?/?/?

Consultation w/ 
Cabinet Committee 

on State Planning 
Issues



SPC ARGUMENTS RE. 
COOL SPRING CROSSING

• Not at this time! 

• Reasons for Delay

• Recommendations of Land Use Reform Working 

Group – early fall

• New State Investment Levels – Dec 2025

• U.S. Route 9 Corridor Study recommendations - ?

• Comprehensive Plan Process begins mid-2026

• Council action on school construction fees

• Council action on fire/EMS funding

• Council Action on Affordable Housing Plan







Land Use Reform Working Group 



Land Use Reform Working Group 
• List of 22 recommendations has been compiled by facilitators

• LURWG has recommended (1) dwelling per acre in AR-1

• Additions & revisions submitted by SPC:

• Delete “By Right”

• Require Conservation Plan and  Yield Plan for Subdivision 

outside the growth zone

• Superior design – Rewrite of 99-9C

• Require infrastructure concurrency 

• Restrict developments in SIL 4

• Restrict building in the floodplain

• Inspections permitted by local and state agencies

• Protections for federal and state endangered species



Turn discontent into positive momentum 

Remember: 
We are the voting public.  

There will be public hearings.



LAND USE REFORM WORKING GROUP 

• What can you do?
• Attend Future meetings or watch online
• Sign up for the EOCC Digest to stay updated on the progress
• Write to Council members 
• Write LTEs
• Be present when the public hearings begin



LAND USE REFORM WORKING GROUP 

Next meeting is Thursday, 
July 24th, 10:00AM,  

Emergency Operations Center
Topic – Formulating LURWG 

Recommendations



LAND USE REFORM WORKING GROUP 

Thank you for your support!



Questions?



Thank You 

&

See you on August 12th 

with Senator Russ Huxtable and

Rep. Claire Snyder-Hall



Appendix (if needed)



President
Jill Hicks

Director
Finance & IT

Pam Cole

Director

Public Relations & 

Communications
Mary Boggi

Vice 

President, 

Legal &

Government 

Affairs
Joe Pika

Director

Land Use Policy
Rich Borrasso

Director 

Administration 
Val Wood

Director 

Environmental Advocacy 
Judy Rose Seibert

Jim Dick

Bill Mailander

Jack Young 

EoCC
Alison White

Don Heverling

Frank Piorko

Johannes Sayre

Jeff Seemans

Steve Sinclair
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