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0 - Welcome and Announcements — Jill Hicks

5 — Land Use Reform Working Group Update — Jill Hicks

Borassso

Joe Pika

:00 — Cool Spring Crossing —
:30 - Adjourn

0 — Delaware Strategy for State Policy and Spending — Rich :




' October 14th - Todd Lawson, County Administrator
November 11t - Dr. Don Moore lll — Conservation Biologist

December 10" — Wednesday - TBD
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THANK YOU!

"An Evening with Doug Tallamy”
Full House
$2,800 in donations
50% of our expenses covere
88 new members!
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= A win for our natural environment!
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Mary Boggi
' Val Wood

Leslie Calman
Maggie McLaughlin
¥ Teresa Mulliken
= Chris Eggert

% |

- Donna Schmitt

George Dellinger
Dan Johnson
Marian Reedy
udy Pfister

Linda Peters
Emily Peterson
Norma Parks

R R T

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

Pam Marecki
Mary Marchegiano
Suzanne Hain
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Gardening to Make a Differe
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SUSSEX PRESERVATION COALITION

Educate ~ Advocate ~ Impact
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SUSSEX PRESERVATION COALITION
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SUSSEX PRESERVATION COALITION

Educate ~ Advocate ~ Impact
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COAST DAY 2026

Learn about coastal, marine and environmental
science at our annual flagship event on Oct. 5th!
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DOU (1 LA VV. TALLAMY

Delaware | "< 338
Botanic
Gardens &
. Lecture elp g
L 7 Series .
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Delaware Botanic Gardens
Thursday, 10/23, 5:00PM
Tickets: $16.90 members

$22.00 nonmembers
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SUSSEX PRESERVATION COALITION

Educate ~ Advocate ~ Impact
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Strategies for State Policies and Spending
public workshop

™ 05:30 PM - 07:00 PM Tuesday September 30, 2025
By Office of State Planning Coordination / Budget Development, Planning and Administration / Office of Management and Budget

Review Draft Strategies & Maps

Explore the current work in progress by clicking below to view the draft document and maps. We
welcome your feedback — comments will be collected until October 10, 2025.

Emergency

Operations
Center AT
21911 Rudder Ln &=

Georgetown

STATE STRATEGIES

State Strategies Draft

Send your comments to: strategies@delaware.gov




ring Crossing on the
County Council Agend
November 4
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Council Woman,
Jane Gruenebaum,

a time limited pause

calls for a
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SUSSEX PRESERVATION COALITION
Educate ~ Advocate ~ Impact

Acreage of Cool Spring Crossing. If approved, it would be
33 times larger than any other amendment made to the
Future Land Use Map. ik Jin
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SUSSEX PRESERVATION COALITION
Educate ~ Advocate ~ Impact

S

The number of County Council votes needed
to make changes to the Future Land Use Map, land use codes, '
ordinances, or approve or deny CU or CZ
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SUSSEX PRESERVATION COALITION
Educate ~ Advocate ~ Impact

September 30t™, 4:30 - 6:
OSPC Public Meeting
Emergency Operation Center,

Rudder Lane , Georgetown ~ PR
Review Draft of State New Policy and Spending Maps ' '




R

‘; - / . 4
.

G . P

3 £y +




P —

" LAND USE REFORM
WORKING GROUP

—r__

b Members of the LURWG voted to send 20 recommendations to
County Council

* View the Recommendations and Voting Results by logging on to:
» SussexCountyDe.gov =
» “Other Boards & Committees” ~
» “Land Use Reform Working Group” \

»> “August 21”7 and “September | 1,2025”
» “Results of Final Recommendations”




/2 McCORMICK
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Sussex County Land Use Reform Working Group
Draft Recommendations (Revisions Dated August 20)

. Align Future Land Use Map: As part of the 2028 Comprehensive Plan Update, revise the
Future Land Use Map (FLUM) using the State Strategies for Spending as a guide, where
appropriate, to designate the boundaries of the Growth Areas and the Conservation Areas.

. Establish Growth and Conservation Areas:

A. As part of the next Comprehensive Plan update, establish areas intended for growth
(“Growth Areas”) and conservation (“Conservation Areas”) to align growth with
infrastructure access and land suitable for development.

. Growth Areas to replace current comprehensive plan designations (Town Centers,
Developing Areas, and Coastal Areas, etc.) and should be based on infrastructure
access and development suitability, which consider the following criteria:

. Within 2 miles of Sanitary Sewer Pump Stations,

. Within 2 miles of public water,

. Within 1 mile of all municipalities,

. Along Arterial roadways and planned major capital projects,

. Within proximity of schools, fire, emergency medical services & healthcare services,

. Areas largely comprised of Commercial districts,

. Includes municipalities and future annexation areas,

. Include areas within 0.25 - 0.5 miles of a transit hub or bus routes,

Location or proximity to Transportation Improvement Districts (TID).

3 Growth Areas should include transition zones at their edges to provide a step-down in
density and intensity between Growth Areas and adjacent Conservation Areas.

. Establish conservation areas (“Conservation Areas”) for all areas not included in Growth
Areas. The purpose of Conservation Areas is to prevent uncoordinated sprawl by
preserving farmland, protecting natural resources, and limiting development in areas
not served by adequate infrastructure.

. Permit only the following zoning designations in Growth Areas: GR, MR, HR, UR, M, CR-1, C-1,
C-2,C-3,C-4, C-5, I-1, UB, B-1, B-2, B-3, RPC.

. Permit only the following zoning districts in Conservation Areas: AR-1, B-1, I-1, LI-1, LI-2, HI-1

. Adjust natural resource protection requirements within Conservation Areas. (See
recommendation #15).

©CoONOOOAWN=

3. Comprehensive Rezoning: As part of the 2028 Comprehensive Plan Update, undertake a countywide
rezoning effort to realign zoning districts with growth and conservation areas established in
recommendation #2. The process should prioritize enabling housing diversity and affordability and be
supported by public engagement and implementation guidance.
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LAND USE REFORM
WORKING GROUP

Summary:
* Fourteen of the twenty recommendations could be accomplished

through comprehensive planning. Align the State Strategies Map with
the FLUM, Zones, and any TIDs

Concept:
* Through the Comprehensive Planning Process, create Growth Areas
and Conservation Areas with Transition Areas Between

* Growth Area would include targeted zones to incentivize Affordable
Housing where it can be supported.

* Conservation Area would prioritize conservation of natural
resources.
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Summary:

LAND USE REFORM
WORKING GROUP

Six of the Twenty Recommendations could potentially proceed
immediately

#10 — Amend the SCRP Program

#13 - Forest Preservation Ordinance

#14 — Encourage Naturalized Landscaping in Passive Open Space
#15 — Focus Subdivision Design in Conservation Area around
Conservation Priorities

#18 — Improve Clarity & Consistency of 99-9¢

#19 — Prioritize Hearing Schedule for Projects that Advance Goals



LAND USE REFORM
WORKING GROUFP

County CouncﬂA has the final say. They can accept all, some, or

none of the recommendations.

Introduction

There will be Public Hearings.

Your voice matters. County Council wants to hear from you.
All these materials can be found online.
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What can you do?
* Stay engaged

* Sign up for the EOCC Digest to stay updated on the progress
* Attend future meetings or watch online

* Write to Council members

* Write LTEs
* Be present when the public hearings begin
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