
Welcome!



7:00 - Welcome and Announcements – Jill Hicks

7:15 – Land Use Reform Working Group Update – Jill Hicks

7:30 – Delaware Strategy for State Policy and Spending – Rich 

Borassso

8:00 – Cool Spring Crossing – Joe Pika

8:30 - Adjourn

Agenda       



Upcoming SPC Meetings

October 14th  - Todd Lawson, County Administrator

November 11th  - Dr. Don Moore III – Conservation Biologist

December 10th – Wednesday - TBD



”An Evening with Doug Tallamy”

Full House

$2,800 in donations

50% of our expenses covered

88 new members!

A win for our natural environment!

THANK YOU!      



Mary Boggi     George Dellinger   Pam Marecki

Val Wood       Dan Johnson     Mary Marchegiano 

Leslie Calman     Marian Reedy     Suzanne Hain

Maggie McLaughlin   Judy Pfister

Teresa Mulliken    Linda Peters

Chris Eggert     Emily Peterson

Donna Schmitt    Norma Parks

Michele Cavanaugh   Tracy Wooten

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!      





Have your cell phones 

ready to take a shot of 

events that interest you!



September 20th,Saturday

Volunteers needed!

Greenwood Day
2 hr. shifts available 7AM – 1PM 



Sunday, October 5th

Volunteers needed!

Coast Day!
2 hr. shifts available 8:30AM – 3:30PM 



Volunteers for Coast Day!
Will receive free T-shirt!

 



Delaware Botanic Gardens

Thursday, 10/23,  5:00PM

Tickets: $16.90 members

        $22.00 nonmembers



SPC needs office 

space!



Superpowers Needed!

• Development Coordinator – Grant Applications

• Event Coordinator



Emergency 

Operations 

Center 

21911 Rudder Ln

Georgetown



Cool Spring Crossing on the 

County Council Agenda: 

November 4th



“Eyes on 

County Council” 

Looking to be an active participant?  

Join the EOCC team! 

Sign up to receive the newsletter!



Today’s News:

Council Woman, 

Jane Gruenebaum, 

calls for a “targeted and 

a time limited pause.”



Numbers Matter!

637



Numbers Matter!

637
Acreage of Cool Spring Crossing.  If approved, it would be 

33 times larger than any other amendment made to the 

Future Land Use Map. 



Numbers Matter!

3



Numbers Matter!

3
The number of County Council votes needed 

to make changes to the Future Land Use Map,  land use codes, 

ordinances, or approve or deny CU or CZ



Numbers Matter!

30th
 



Numbers Matter!

30th

September 30th, 4:30 - 6:30 

OSPC Public Meeting 

Emergency Operation Center,

Rudder Lane , Georgetown
Review Draft of State New Policy and Spending Maps 



Land Use Reform Working Group 



LAND USE REFORM 
WORKING GROUP

• Members of the LURWG voted to send 20 recommendations to 

County Council

• View the Recommendations and Voting Results by logging on to:

➢ SussexCountyDe.gov

➢ “Other Boards & Committees”

➢ “Land Use Reform Working Group”

➢ “August 21” and “September 11, 2025”

➢ “Results of Final Recommendations”







LAND USE REFORM 
WORKING GROUP

Summary: 

• Fourteen of the twenty recommendations could be accomplished 

through comprehensive planning.  Align the State Strategies Map with 

the FLUM, Zones, and any TIDs

Concept: 

• Through the Comprehensive Planning Process, create Growth Areas 

and Conservation Areas with Transition Areas Between

• Growth Area would include targeted zones to incentivize Affordable 

Housing where it can be supported.

• Conservation Area would prioritize conservation of natural 

resources.



LAND USE REFORM 
WORKING GROUP

Summary: 

• Six of the Twenty Recommendations could potentially proceed 

immediately

• #10 – Amend the SCRP Program

• #13 - Forest Preservation Ordinance

• #14 – Encourage Naturalized Landscaping in Passive Open Space

• #15 – Focus Subdivision Design in Conservation Area around 

Conservation Priorities

• #18 – Improve Clarity & Consistency of 99-9c

• #19 – Prioritize Hearing Schedule for Projects that Advance Goals



LAND USE REFORM 

WORKING GROUP

• County Council has the final say.  They can accept all, some, or 

none of the recommendations. 

• Introduction

• There will be Public Hearings.

• Your voice matters.  County Council wants to hear from you.

• All these materials can be found online. 



LAND USE REFORM WORKING GROUP 

• What can you do?

• Stay engaged

• Sign up for the EoCC Digest to stay updated on the progress

• Attend future meetings or watch online

• Write to Council members 

• Write LTEs

• Be present when the public hearings begin
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