
Eyes on County Council – Sepember 11, 2025

Land Use Reform Working Group 

Meeting #10 – Final Vote
Overview:

 This was the last meeting of the Working Group. The goal had been to develop rec-
ommendations that:

o Implement smarter, sustainable development 
o Ensure growth is supported by infrastructure 
o Address affordable/workforce housing needs 
o Preserve farmland and natural resources 
o Prevent low-density, uncoordinated sprawl

 A series of 10 meetings resulted in 20 recommendations.
 In the September 11 meeting, Working Group members voted on each recommenda-

tion, and the votes were tallied. In addition, the members voted on whether they sup-
ported the package as a whole.

 See below for a link to the presentation and full details of each recommendation.

The Recommendations and the Votes

Key: 
SS = Strongly Support, S = Support, L = I can live with it, O = Oppose, SO = Strongly Oppose

Recommendations SS S L O SO

Align Future Land Use Map (with State Investment) 6 3 1

Establish Growth and Conservation Areas 5 4 1

Comprehensive Rezoning (as part of 2028 Comprehensive Plan) 7 3

Establish Clear Standards for Rezoning 6 4

Define Missing Middle Housing Types (duplex, triplex, condo, 
townhomes ...)

9 1

Permit Missing Middle Housing in Strategic Areas 8 2

Establish Bulk & Setback Standards for Missing Middle Housing Types 7 2 1

Strategic Density Adjustments 5 3 1 1



Develop Strategic Density Bonus Program 6 3 1

Amend the Sussex County Rental Program 6 2 2

Collaborate with DelDOT on Transportation Improvement Districts for 
Growth Areas

4 5 1

Adopt Master Plan Zoning Ordinance for Large Scale Development 4 6

Forest Preservation 4 2 4

Encourage Naturalized Landscaping in Passive Open Space 6 1 2 1

Focus Subdivision Design around Conservation Priorities 4 3 2 1

Support Working Farms through Permitted Agricultural Uses 7 3

Explore a Transfer of Development Rights Program 3 6 1

Improve Clarity & Consistency of Subdivision Code 99-C Standards 6 4

Prioritize Hearing Scheduling for Projects that Advance Land Use 
Goals

7 2 1

Modernize the code to Support Mixed Use 8 1 1

Support for the Recommendation Package as a Whole 5 4 1

Next Steps:
 McCormick Taylor (the moderators) will summarize the recommendation process and 

the votes to create a report for County Council.
 Todd Lawson will package the results and present them to County Council. He 

commented that County Council members are anxious to start working on needed 
changes.

 Todd Lawson will arrange a working meeting with County Council members and Land 
Use Reform Working Group members.

Broadcast of Meeting: 

Land Use Reform Working Group Meeting - September 11, 2025 

Copy of 9/11 Meeting Presentation:
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:77d5a87e-a8c4-4058-aaba-dba3a
844ec3e     

Related Articles

https://spotlightdelaware.org/2025/09/11/delaware-explained-sussex-county-land-use-
reforms/     

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:77d5a87e-a8c4-4058-aaba-dba3a844ec3e
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:77d5a87e-a8c4-4058-aaba-dba3a844ec3e
https://mediasite.sussexcountyde.gov/mediasite/Play/e415d8a01e964d51b25d4b79c374b4381d?catalog=8d90f956ca1b42b580980bfa8ad1ffa021
https://spotlightdelaware.org/2025/09/11/delaware-explained-sussex-county-land-use-reforms/
https://spotlightdelaware.org/2025/09/11/delaware-explained-sussex-county-land-use-reforms/

