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AOSPC

The Office of State Planning Coordination's mission is the
continuous improvement of the coordination and effectiveness of
land use decisions made by state, county, and municipal
governments.

OSPC meets its mission through:
Effective coordination of state, county and local planning efforts;

-Coordinating state agency review of major land use change proposals
prior to submission to local governments;

*Research, analysis, and dissemination of information concerning land use
planning; and

Aiding the effort of the state to meet the information needs of state
agencies and local governments.



Guide the State's land use goals,
policies and strategies

The purpose is to coordinate land-
use decision-making with the
provision of infrastructure and
services in a manner that makes
the best use of our natural and
fiscal resources.

“Coordination” lies in the fact

: that land-use decisions are made
STATE STRATEGIES | at the local level, while the bulk
T e of infrastructure and services that

support land-use decisions are
funded by the state.
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State Funding for Services and Infrastructure

Source: 2024 Annual Report on State Planning Issues, using Fiscal Year 2024 data

Delaware’s State government funds many services and infrastructure needs...
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Figure 2: State Strategies Policy Framework
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State agencies have different policies and priorities for each Investment Leve
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DELAWARE

Level 4 STATE STRATEGIES

mt] Location

*  Maostly unincorporated rural areas and open space
= Small settlements and disconnected homes

M’ Characteristics

*  Predominantly natural lands and agricultural uses
* Access to infrastructure and utilities may be limited
*  Mostly single-family homes with reliance on automobiles

E Policy Focus

* Limited development should retain the rural landscape
* Preserve open space, farmland, and forests

* Maintainfenhance existing infrastructure
*  Mew infrastructure investments not for residential growth

*  Growth only for agricultural and environmental uses
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7N 25-33% of Sussex County Development in Level 4




SUSSEX COUNTY LAND USE REFORM WORKING GROUP

FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Align Future Land Use Map

As part of the 2028 Comprehensive Plan Update, revise the Future Land Use Map
(FLUM) using the State Strategies for Spending as a guide, where appropriate, to
designate the boundaries of the Growth Areas and the Conservation Areas.




Map Alignment
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Why is this important?

« Sussex County growth is expected to 36 percent (almost
99,000 people) by 2050.

« Delaware State Housing Authority (DSHA's) suggests a total
need of roughly 55,000+ additional housing units in Delaware
by 2050, with the largest share in Sussex County.

 State spending in Investment Levels 1&2 are at risk due to
inefficient spending of state resources in Level 4.

It is paramount for increased public support for County
officials to align with the State Strategies




Strategies for State Policies and Spending Public Workshorg

The Office of State Planning Coordination will hold public workshops to review and
discuss the proposed update to the Strategies for State Policies and Spending
document and maps and give a presentation Strategy maps and investment level
areas were determined.

September 30, 2025 05:30 PM
Emergency Operations Center
21911 Rudder Ln
Georgetown DE 19947

Comments will be collected until October 10th



https://publicmeetings.delaware.gov/#/meeting/82893
https://publicmeetings.delaware.gov/#/meeting/82893
https://publicmeetings.delaware.gov/#/meeting/82893
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